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20 0 9 - 2 0 13 AM ERICAN COMM UN I T Y SURV EY

Recession scars county
David Knox, Katie Anderson and Andrew Davis
The Gazette

H

ow badly Medina County has been
hurt by the slow recovery from the
Great Recession is spelled out in a
new Census Bureau report released today.

The 2009-2013 American Community Survey includes data on income,
housing values and poverty, in addition to myriad other topics, for the
first 4½ years following the official
end of the recession in June 2009.
The survey found Medina County’s
median household income — mean-

ing half of the county’s household
earned more and half less — was
$65,951, down $6,224, or 8.6 percent,
from the $72,175 reported in the
2005-2009 survey, adjusted for inflation.
House values in the county slipped
more. The survey placed the median

value of an owner-occupied home at
$181,000, a decrease of $17,309, or 8.7
percent, from the earlier survey.
A comparison of the two surveys
also found the percentage of county
residents living below the poverty
See CENSUS, A2

INSIDE
A Census
breakdown of
Medina
County
communities,
A2

“This is the new normal” — Mead Wilkins, director of Medina County Job and Family Services, who doubts the county will return to pre-recession income levels.
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n light of recent delivery
problems, The Gazette’s
e-edition will be free to
view through Dec. 10 at
www. medina-gazette.com.
The e-edition allows
readers to view digital
versions of the newspaper
in its entirety and to search
previous issues.
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Jeremy Smith, a Medina County probation officer, delivers a bear to Dakota Glaser, 5, and Sloane DiCenzi, 4, gives her bear a kiss.
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A

bout 50 students at Windfall School came home
with cuddly new companions Wednesday as part of
an annual program sponsored by the Medina
County Probate Court and Medina Sunrise Rotary Club.
The two groups purchased about 200 Build-A-Bears
complete with their own outfits to give to children in need

in the community and to 2- to 5-year-old students at the
school in Granger Township.
Medina County Juvenile/Probate Judge Kevin Dunn said
his office often works with families from Windfall School
as their children get older and require guardianship in
their adult years.

courthouse.
“We anticipated the project would
edina County Commissioners have added the courtbe about $3 million, but when we
house to the list of 12 administrative buildings to be
included the courthouse upgrades, it
drove up the price,” county Adminismade more energy efficient — bumping the cost up to
trator Chris Jakab said.
nearly $4 million.
The county plans to borrow $4 milThe project includes indoor and tion and air conditioning equipment. lion in bonds to cover the cost of the
parking lot lighting upgrades at the Eight boilers will be replaced in five of project, which is estimated at
buildings as well as heating, ventila- the buildings, including two at the $3,990,548. The work to be done at the
Katie Anderson ❙ The Gazette
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courthouse totals just more than
$650,000.
Jakab said the county will take up to
15 years to pay back the $4 million.
Commissioner Steve Hambley said
the energy upgrades would have a
shorter payback time if the county
didn’t take the opportunity to replace

D

onations of new
toys and food
items to The
Gazette’s Not-Forgotten
Box can be dropped off
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. through
Dec. 12 at the
newspaper, 885 W.
Liberty St., Medina. Taxdeductible monetary
donations also are
accepted.
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FROM PAGE ONE

Public meetings, almanac, weather and lottery are on A6 today.
HOW MEDINA COUNT Y COMMUNITIES HAVE CHANGED
Income

NOTE: Incomes and home values adjusted for
inflation to 2013 dollars. Population counts are
the latest available and don’t add up to the
county totals because some cities and villages
cross county lines.

Source: Census Bureau American Community Survey

Medina County
Cities

Population

Poverty

Percent individuals living below
the poverty income line

Median household income

Change from
2005-2009 Percent change

2009-2013

2009-2013

$65,951

-$6,224

-8.6%

7.4%

34,440
26,594
21,766

$63,924
53,586
57,539

-$4,298
-12,974
-4,430

-6.3%
-19.5%
-7.1%

6.7%
13.3%
7.3%

0.5%
3.8%
1.8%

9,941
2,160
4,482
3,226
1,894
7,714
1,841
5,626
3,283
5,176
8,629
11,224
5,158
1,777
4,242
2,508
3,471

$72,477
69,096
93,365
71,161
61,111
78,507
51,591

76,542
74,648

-$13,931
7,781
572
-370
-5,100
-12,845
-28,180
-7,979
707
-5,452
-3,918
-6,973
-14,219
-2,069
-14,301
3,419
-11,505

-16.1%
12.7%
0.6%
-0.5%
-7.7%
-14.1%
-35.3%
-11.1%
1.0%
-6.9%
-4.6%
-6.3%
-14.5%
-3.6%
-17.1%
4.7%
-13.4%

2.4%
5.1%
3.4%
14.4%
7.7%
2.5%
21.9%
7.8%
12.7%
6.5%
2.6%
2.0%
7.6%
17.2%
4.8%
2.3%
6.0%

790
448
2,775
2,159
670
1,149

$54,375
50,000
36,897
53,580
52,333
70,000

-$3,121
-3,510
-7,275
1,074
-9,487
-9,892

-5.4%
-6.6%
-16.5%
2.0%
-15.3%
-12.4%

8.1%
4.5%
20.1%
3.5%
9.1%
1.3%

Townships
Brunswick Hills
Chatham
Granger
Guilford
Harrisville
Hinckley
Homer
Lafayette
Litchfield
Liverpool
Medina
Montville
Sharon
Spencer
Wadsworth
Westfield
York

Villages
Chippewa Lake
Gloria Glens Park
Lodi
Seville
Spencer
Westfield Center

CENSUS
From A1

line swelled from 5.9 percent to 7.4
percent.
The period covered by the 20052009 survey included nearly three
years before the official start of the
recession in December 2007.
While the two surveys overlap 2009,
comparable statistics from an earlier
period aren’t available: The 2005-2009
survey was the first American Community Survey that covered a large
enough block of time — five years —
to provide statistically valid data for
every community in the nation,
including small villages.
More timely data is provided by
American Community Survey’s
annual single-year reports, but only
for communities with more than
65,000 residents.
The 2013 survey, released in September, indicated the recovery was
picking up steam, with the county’s

63,650
74,728
73,643
82,165
103,397
83,750
55,586
69,142

median household income rising to
$66,078.
While that figure ranked Medina
County third highest among the
largest 38 Ohio counties included in
the survey, it was well below the
county’s peak median income of
$78,026, adjusted for inflation, posted
in 1999.
Mead Wilkins, director of Medina
County Job and Family Services,
doubts the county will return to prerecession income levels.
“This is the new normal,” he said.
Wilkins said one reason is that the
United States has to compete with
countries with huge labor forces that
pay low wages.
“Almost every company competes
globally in some way,” he said. “Medina County’s not a bubble. I think
Medina is doing well compared to
other places.”
Wilkins said thanks to a recent state
grant, his office was able to find jobs
this fall for 60 people who had been

receiving public assistance.
“They’re not necessarily high-paying jobs, but they’re jobs,” he said.
“People aren’t making as much
money as their parents did or as
much as they did 10 years ago.
“Those high-paying, blue-collar
jobs are not as present anymore.”
Wilkins said the jobs that are being
created often are out of the reach of
many people.
“There’s a mismatch between the
skill level of employees and the
demands of employers at this time,”
he said. “There are good jobs out
there, but the people who are available may just not have those required
skills.”
The new report shows the pain
caused by the slow recovery isn’t
equally shared across the county.
While the 2009-2013 survey showed
the county as a whole had a median
income 8.6 percent lower than in
2005-2009, many communities saw
much steeper declines.
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“We have contact with many of these
families for the rest of their lives,” Dunn
said. “So it’s a good outreach program.”
Windfall School is located inside the
Medina County Achievement Center. At
the school, children are encouraged to
learn at their own pace and according to
their individual needs and abilities,
according to the Medina County Board of
Developmental Disabilities website.
The program was started about six

Custom

Median value of owner-occupied homes

Change form
Change from
2005-2009 2009-2013
2005-2009
1.5%
$181,000 -$17,309

174,915

Brunswick
Medina
Wadsworth

Housing

-19,949
-21,948
-10,004

-11.2%
-12.0%
-5.9%

-2.9%
0.8%
-0.3%
7.4%
1.5%
-1.2%
9.8%
0.7%
4.9%
2.9%
-1.4%
-0.5%
5.0%
10.8%
1.3%
0.0%
1.0%

$191,500 -$32,005
3,311
200,100
9,443
284,100
202,000 -2,500
164,600 -19,265
265,500 -34,462
176,300 -17,557
184,500 -12,615
192,300 -16,109
226,700 -37,640
201,200 -36,424
262,400 -15,733
280,500 -58,451
179,200 -21,281
216,400 -5,802
197,500 -35,888
212,500 -8,290

-14.3%
1.7%
3.4%
-1.2%
-10.5%
-11.5%
-9.1%
-6.4%
-7.7%
-14.2%
-15.3%
-5.7%
-17.2%
-10.6%
-2.6%
-15.4%
-3.8%

1.6%
-3.8%
14.8%
-0.8%
-4.4%
-1.9%

$113,300 -$25,278
113,000 -17,867
84,100 -31,780
143,500 -14,843
118,800 -17,931
209,800 -23,914

-18.2%
-13.7%
-27.4%
-9.4%
-13.1%
-10.2%

157,400
161,700
159,200

Seven of the county’s 17 townships
— Brunswick Hills, Hinckley, Homer,
Lafayette, Sharon, Wadsworth and
York — all saw household incomes
decline more than 10 percent, compared with the earlier period.
Only Chatham and Westfield townships saw incomes grow substantially.
Granger and Litchfield posted negligible increases.
Median home values were down in
every township except for Chatham
and Granger.
Three of the county’s six villages
reported double-digit declines in
household income.
The village of Lodi’s median household income of $36,897 — the lowest
of any community in the county —
was 16.5 percent below the $44,172
reported in the earlier survey.
Household incomes in the county’s
three cities also were less in 20092013 compared with the earlier survey.
The city of Medina reported the

years ago by Juvenile/Probate Judge John
J. Lohn. Dunn’s office has continued the
program, relying on funds raised by Medina Sunrise Rotary Club and other donations.
Volunteers from Dunn’s office and children who have been ordered to perform
community service through the juvenile
court help outfit and package the bears
for the students.
“They show up to do community service and they find out they’re helping
make these bears,” Dunn said. “They put
the outfits together and they make a card
to give to the students.”

COUPON

In-The-Ear $
Hearing Just
Aids

Percent
change
-8.7%

largest decline to $53,586, down from
$66,500 in 2005-2009 — a drop of
nearly 20 percent.
Medina Finance Director Keith
Dirham doubted the decline was that
steep.
“I am not seeing this in our income
tax receipts,” Dirham said.
“It surprises me that our income tax
numbers are so different from the
census numbers.”
Census officials caution that the
American Community Survey has a
wider margin of error for smaller
communities.
The margin of error for Medina’s
median household income is about
7.5 percent, compared with about 2.2
percent for the county and less than a
half percent for the state.
Contact David Knox at (330) 721-4065 or
dknox@medina-gazette.com. Contact reporter
Katie Anderson at (330) 721-4012 or
kanderson@medina-gazette.com. Contact
reporter Andrew Davis at (330) 721-4050 or
adavis@medina-gazette.com.

Dunn said the students enjoy the
chance to provide something to others
during the holiday season.
“They’ve said to me, it feels good to be
able to do this,” Dunn said. “It gives them
a chance to do something nice for someone else.
I only wish they could be a part of
handing them out.”
More bears will be given Dec. 18 to children Dunn and other county offices have
identified as in need this holiday season.
Contact reporter Loren Genson at (330) 721-4063 or
lgenson@medina-gazette.com. Follow her on Twitter
@lorengenson.
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Medina Hearing Aid Services
Valid thru 11-25-14
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Medina Hearing Aid Services, LLC

799 North Court St. Ste 19 Medina, Ohio 44256

330-725-1060

Pat Strnad, Audiologist; Steve Strnad, Audioprosthologist;
Karen Wilkinson, Hearing Aid Specialist,
Dolores Rutter, Secretary
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