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Job growth
stunted in
Cleveland
metro area

A new report
largely vindicates
critics who argue
that the initial
releases of a
monthly job survey
is a misleading
measure of
employment at the
metropolitan level.

David Knox ❙ The Gazette

T

he five-county Greater Cleveland area saw a dramatic decline in job growth last year,
lagging all but one of the state’s 12 other metro areas. The new report, released by the
Ohio Department of Job and Family Services, found the Cleveland Metropolitan Statistical Area — Cuyahoga, Medina, Lorain, Lake and Geauga counties — had 1,031,300 nonfarm jobs in December.
That total was only 4,600 more than reported in December 2012 — an increase of less than
a half percent.
Those job counts were adjusted
for seasonal job swings such as the
decline in construction jobs with
the onset of winter and the layoff of
retail clerks after the holiday shopping season.
The not-seasonally-adjusted
numbers, also included in the
report, showed the Cleveland MSA
had lost 200 jobs — a number well

within the margin of error, meaning zero job growth for the year.
Only one other Ohio metro area
— the four counties surrounding
Dayton — saw a drop in employment when compared to December 2012.
The annual update, released Friday, reports monthly job estimates
using the more accurate counts

almost all businesses are required
to file quarterly with the state in
connection with unemployment
insurance.
While the revised statistics for
both the state and Cleveland MSA
show fewer jobs were created last
year than in the previous three
years, the updated numbers were
much better than earlier estimates.

For example, the initial December report showed the Cleveland
MSA was down 6,400 jobs from
December 2012 instead of the statistically insignificant loss of 200
jobs.
The new report largely vindicates critics who challenged the
earlier estimates, arguing that the
initial releases of the monthly Current Employment Statistics survey
is a misleading measure of employment at the metro level.
“The release and the way the
Bureau of Labor Statistics portrays
the release is irresponsible,” said
Ned Hill, dean of the Maxine
Goodman Levin College of Urban
Affairs at Cleveland State UniverSee JOBS, A2

Year-over-year change
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MEDINA — U.S. Rep. Jim
Renacci, R-Wadsworth, discussed
health care, job growth and tax
reform during a Monday visit to
the Medina Gazette.
Renacci said Affordable Care
Act reforms have
halted business
growth nationwide,
especially
provisions
that
require companies with more
than 50 employees to offer
health care
U.S. Rep.
coverage. That
provision, he Jim Renacci,
said, discour- R-Wadsworth
ages companies with 40 to 50 employees
from expanding.
“They say, ‘Why would I go
over 50 and be required to do
what the president’s health care
plan requires me to do?’” he said.
Renacci said it’s one of the reasons he’s voted more than 30
times to repeal the Affordable
Care Act.
See RENNACCI, A6

MEDINA

Courthouse
to be built
as addition
to city hall
Dan Pompili
The Gazette

MEDINA — Medina City Council’s finance committee approved
a plan Monday to begin designing and constructing a new
courthouse.
The proposed 25,000- to
30,000-square-foot
building
would adjoin the City Hall complex on the southwest side,
behind the police station, filling
in part of what now is a parking
lot.
Officials say the Municipal
Courthouse across North Elmwood Avenue from City Hall
doesn’t provide the space that
Judge Dale Chase’s staff needs.
Building onto City Hall saves
the cost of buying property. It
also means Chase will not have to
move from the existing courthouse during a lengthy and costly
See MEDINA, A3

Ex-football
player pleads
to robbery
Nick Glunt
The Gazette

MEDINA — A suspended University of Akron football player
from Montville Township has
pleaded no contest to robbing a
glass water pipe from a
Brunswick tobacco shop at gunpoint in May.
Medina County Assistant Prosecutor Michael McNamara and
22-year-old Seth Cunningham’s
attorneys — Joseph Salzgeber
and father-daughter pair Gerald
and Melissa Piszczek — agreed as
See ROBBERY, A6
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PUBLIC MEETINGS
Editor’s note: Fax public meeting notices to
(330) 725-4299 or email areanews@medinagazette.com. Paid legal notices, which appear in
the classified advertising section of the
newspaper, should be emailed to
legalnotices@medina-gazette.com.

Today
Brunswick Hills Township trustees,
regular meeting, 7 p.m., township hall,
1918 Pearl Road.
Buckeye Board of Education, special
meeting, 6:30 p.m., regular meeting, 7
p.m., Buckeye Elementary School, 3180
Columbia Road, Medina..
Chatham Township trustees, special
meeting with executive session to
interview fire/EMS job applicants,

followed by regular meeting, 7:15 p.m.,
township community center, 6306 Avon
Lake Road.
Homer Township Zoning Commission,
regular meeting, 7:30 p.m., township
community center, 8964 Spencer Road.
Litchfield Township Zoning Commission,
regular meeting, 6:30 p.m., town hall,
9256 Norwalk Road.
Liverpool Township trustees
rescheduled regular meeting, 7:30 p.m.,
township community center, 6801 School
St.
Lodi Village Board of Public Affairs,
regular meeting, 6 p.m., Waste Water
Treatment Plant, 300 Grandview Drive.
Medina County Alcohol, Drug Addiction
and Mental Health Board, finance
committee, 4:30 p.m., planning

committee, 6 p.m., Human Services
Center, Room A, 246 Northland Drive,
Medina.
Medina County commissioners, regular
meeting, 9:30 a.m., administration
building, Room 201, 144 N. Broadway St.,
Medina.
Montville Township trustees, special
meeting with executive session to discuss
pending litigation, 6:30 p.m., regular
meeting, 7:30 p.m., township
administration building, 6665 Wadsworth
Road.
Mound Hill Cemetery trustees, regular
meeting, 7 p.m., cemetery chapel, East
Main Street, Seville.
Sharon Township trustees, regular
meeting, 7 p.m., township administration
building, 1322 Sharon Copley Road.

WEATHER WATCH

48/31
WEDNESDAY: Rain and snow.............................. 32/7
THURSDAY: Mostly cloudy................................. 22/16
FRIDAY: Chance of rain and snow showers ......... 48/32

TODAY:

Rain ..........................................................

KIDS’ VIEWS

Ione Bach
Granger Elementary

The Gazette welcomes weather pictures from area
students. A weather form may be obtained by emailing
lsheaffer@medina-gazette.com. Teachers may submit
pictures from their class. For more information, call
(330) 721-4060.

CORRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS
The Medina Gazette is committed to providing accurate news
coverage. Call us at (330) 721-4060 to let us know about factual
errors.

LOTTERY RESULTS
Ohio (Monday)

Midday Pick 3: 9-8-3, Pick 3: 6-6-8,
Midday Pick 4: 6-4-5-3, Pick 4: 5-3-3-7
Midday Pick 5: 4-6-8-9-0, Pick 5: 0-0-5-4-3,
Rolling Cash 5: 11-21-25-30-31,
Classic Lotto: 15-22-31-37-43-46,, Kicker: 7-4-1-6-5.
Next Rolling Cash 5 jackpot is $445,000
Next Classic Lotto jackpot is $62.9 million.

Mega Millions

FRIDAY: 11-13-51-57-69, Mega Ball: 1, Megaplier: 4.
Next Mega Millions jackpot is an estimated $309 million.

Powerball

SATURDAY: 10-14-24-32-41, Powerball: 30, Power Play: 2.
Powerball jackpot is an estimated $60 million

Out of state

MICHIGAN (MONDAY) — Daily 3: 5-9-7, Daily 4: 8-6-6-2,
Fantasy 5: 11-14-17-37-38.
PENNSYLVANIA (MONDAY) — Daily Number: 0-6-4,
Big 4: 2-4-0-2, Cash 5: 2-6-26-32-42.
WEST VIRGINIA (MONDAY) — Daily Three: 9-3-7, Daily 4: 6-3-6-4.

March 11, 2014, No. 60
Medina (non-toll area).................(330) 725-4166
All other Ohio areas....... (800) 633-4623
Copyright © 2014, The Medina Gazette
Material published in this newspaper is the property of Medina County Publications
Inc. Company and is not to be reproduced without permission.

EXECUTIVES
PUBLISHER
George D. Hudnutt (330) 721-4040
ADVERTISING DIRECTOR
Kevin Fraley.............(330) 721-4002
MANAGING EDITOR
David Knox..............(330) 721-4065
SPORTS EDITOR
Betty Szudlo............(330) 721-4055
EDITORIAL
OPINION EDITOR
...............................(440) 329-7152
SPORTS (AFTER 5 P.M.)
................................(330) 721-4055
................................(330) 721-4043
on Sundays............(330) 721-4043
ACCENT....................(440) 329-7148

Home Delivery Service
Medina (non-toll areas): 725-4166
Phone hours
8 a.m.- 5 p.m. Monday to Friday
The Medina Gazette is published
daily except Sundays by Medina
County Publications Inc., 885 W.
Liberty St., P.O. Box 407, Medina,
OH 44258-0407
Periodicals postage paid and
privilege authorized at Medina,
Ohio, and additional entries.
Publication number: 337920
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
(Monday through Saturday)
Home delivery: $2 per week;
$96 per year.

ADVERTISING
Retail .........................(330) 721-4002
Classified...................(330) 725-6040
Office hours.....8 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily

By mail within U.S.: $96 per year.

CIRCULATION
If you didn’t get your paper, please
call before 9 a.m.

POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to: The Gazette, P.O. Box
407, Medina, OH 44258-0407.

Electronic edition: $7.20 for
4 weeks; $37 for 52 weeks.
Newsstand price per copy: $.75

Wednesday

Granger Township and Sharon Township
trustees, joint work session to discuss
state Route 18 corridor, 4 p.m., township
administration building, 3717 Ridge Road.
Medina County Democratic Party
Executive Committee, regular meeting, 7
p.m., 231 S. Broadway St, Medina.
Montville Township Zoning Commission,
regular meeting, 7 p.m., township
administration building, 6665 Wadsworth
Road.
Sharon Township Zoning Commission,
regular meeting, 7:30 p.m., township
administration building, 1322 Sharon
Copley Road.

Thursday

Guilford Township Zoning Commission,
regular meeting, 8 p.m., township hall,
3800 Greenwich Road.
Harrisville Township Zoning
Commission, regular meeting, 7 p.m.,
township hall, 209 Railroad St.
Medina City boards and commissions,
Historic Preservation Board, 5 p.m.,
Board of Zoning Appeals, 6 p.m.,
Planning Commission, 7 p.m., city hall,
multipurpose room, 132 W. Elmwood Ave.
Medina Township trustees, regular
meeting, 7 p.m., township hall, 3799
Huffman Road.
York Township Board of Zoning Appeals,
regular meeting, 7 p.m., Fire Station
complex, 6609 Norwalk Road.

JOBS

MEDINA SCHOOLS

Board looks to help resident
join lawsuit agains Stepp
Loren Genson
The Gazette

Attorneys representing Medina school officials have filed a motion in federal court supporting a local resident’s request to join a lawsuit against former Superintendent Randy
Stepp.
J.R. Russell, a Medina attorney, filed a
motion to intervene in the case against Medina Schools and the Board of Education in
U.S. District Court in Akron.
Russell argues that school board members
violated Ohio’s open meetings law by failing
to properly publicize a five-year contract for
Stepp, which unanimously was approved at a
“work session” on Jan. 7, 2013.
In a filing Feb. 18, attorneys for the school
board support Russell’s claims.
“J.R. Russell represents separate interests
apart from these defendants in a matter in
which they all share common issues,” the
attorneys, Warren Rosman, Christopher
Ernst, Dane Gaschen and Jonathan Greenberg, wrote.
In the rest of the document, the attorneys
cite case law backing up their request that
Russell be granted a motion to intervene.
In April, school board members rescinded

Stepp’s contract, saying it was approved without proper publicity and in violation of Ohio’s
open meetings law. That move prompted
Stepp to file the federal suit in May 2013
charging school board members with breach
of contract, defamation and invasion of privacy.
Russell initially filed a suit against Stepp in
Medina County Common Pleas Court in July,
asking a county judge to revoke Stepp’s contract because it violated open meeting laws.
In November, Russell filed a motion to
intervene in a county court case against the
board filed by Stepp. His attempts to intervene were halted when visiting Judge Thomas
Pokorny issued a stay in both county-level
cases, pending the outcome of the federal
case.
Stepp has been on administrative leave
from the school district since April. In October, Ohio Auditor Dave Yost found he illegally
spent at least $4,121 as well as $1.5 million
that either was not properly documented or
had an “unclear” purpose.
Contact reporter Loren Genson at (330) 721-4063 or at
lgenson@medina-gazette.com.

Judge: Woman getting drunk,
assaulting people on my signature
Nick Glunt
The Gazette

MEDINA — An admitted alcoholic who
said she can’t remember breaking into a
home and stealing a car in 2010 has returned
to Medina County Common Pleas Court,
accused of drunkenly punching a bar owner
in the face.
Kayla R. Ray, of 364 N. Avon Ave.,
Wadsworth, appeared in court Monday for a
probation violation hearing. Ray, 29, admitted to the violation, but Judge Christopher J.
Collier delayed her sentencing a week so he
could weigh the facts.
Her attorney, Daniel Gigiano, said Ray went
to a bar Feb. 26 for a “celebration of life” after
her aunt’s funeral. Ray told the judge she wasn’t close with her aunt, and went there
intending to get drunk.
When it was time to leave, she said she
went out to her car to keep warm while waiting for someone to pick her up, and the bar’s
owner came out to take her keys. Ray said the
woman was getting “in her face,” so she
punched the woman in the nose.
“You mean Kayla, the self-admitted alcoholic who’s not permitted to drink because of
her probation, had too much to drink and got
into a brawl?” the judge said.
The bar owner called police, who arrested

Ray and charged her with assault, a firstdegree misdemeanor. Because she was on
probation, she faces potential jail or prison
time.
Ray in 2010 was sentenced by Collier for
burglary, a second-degree felony, and motor
vehicle theft, a fourth-degree felony. Collier
sentenced her to six months in jail and five
years of probation.
“Understand, I’m the one who put her on
probation. I’m the one who signed the
papers,” Collier told Ray’s attorney, who
asked the judge to give Ray another chance.
“She’s out there getting drunk and assaulting
people on my signature.”
Ray also was admitted to the judge’s substance abuse treatment program, but was let
go because the judge said she began to date
another alcoholic in the program.
At Monday’s hearing, Ray begged the judge
not to send her to prison.
“I just want to be a good, normal person,”
she said, asking the judge to monitor her
alcohol intake.
Collier wasn’t so sure.
“You can’t be on an alcohol bracelet forever.”
Contact reporter Nick Glunt at (330) 721-4048 or
nglunt@medina-gazette.com.

ALMANAC
The Associated Press

Today is the 70th day of 2014. There are
295 days left in the year.
TODAY’S HISTORY:
■ In 1954, the U.S. Army charged that Sen.
Joseph R. McCarthy, R-Wis., and his subcommittee’s chief counsel, Roy Cohn, had
exerted pressure to obtain favored treatment
for Pvt. G. David Schine, a former consultant
to the subcommittee. The confrontation culminated in the famous Senate ArmyMcCarthy hearings.
■ In 1861, the Constitution of the Confederate States of America was adopted by the
Confederate Congress in Montgomery, Ala.
■ In 1864, during the Civil War, the Union
Army Ambulance Corps was established by
the U.S. Congress. Dr. Mary Edwards Walker
was appointed an assistant surgeon of the
52nd Ohio Infantry Regiment, the first
woman assigned to such a post.
■ In 1888, the Blizzard of ’88, also known as
the “Great White Hurricane,” began inundating the northeastern United States, resulting
in some 400 deaths.
■ In 1930, former President and Chief Justice
William Howard Taft was buried in Arlington
National Cemetery.

■ In 1942, as Japanese forces continued to
advance in the Pacific during World War II,
Gen. Douglas MacArthur left the Philippines
for Australia. MacArthur, who subsequently
vowed, “I shall return,” kept that promise
more than 2½ years later.
■ In 1959, the Lorraine Hansberry drama “A
Raisin in the Sun” opened at New York’s Ethel
Barrymore Theater.
■ In 1964, at the 21st Golden Globe Awards,
“The Cardinal” was named best film drama
of 1963 while “Tom Jones” won for best film
musical or comedy.
■ In 1977, more than 130 hostages held in
Washington, D.C., by Hanafi Muslims were
freed after ambassadors from three Islamic
nations joined the negotiations.
■ In 1989, the reality TV show “COPS” premiered on the Fox Network.
■ In 1993, Janet Reno unanimously was confirmed by the Senate to be attorney general.
■ In 2011, a 9.0-magnitude earthquake and
resulting tsunami struck Japan’s northeastern coast, killing nearly 20,000 people and
severely damaging the Fukushima Dai-ichi
nuclear power station.
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sity.
Hill said the margin of error
is so large in the CES survey
that the reports are correct
only 75 percent of the time in
answering the most basic
question: Whether the number
of jobs in a metro area are
increasing or decreasing.
Hill said the only reliable
source of job statistics is the
Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages. “It’s the only
data that are even worth talking about.”
Unlike the CES, the QCEW is
not a survey but an actual
count of jobs based on information filed with the state by
all businesses whose workers
are covered by unemployment
insurance. That is the benchmark used to revise the
monthly estimates.
The downside of QCEW is
that the data isn’t available
until about seven month after
the end of each quarter and
final annual numbers aren’t
available until the winter of the
following year.
Hill acknowledged that the
latest available census data —
from the second quarter of
2013 — does indicate job creation slowed dramatically last
year, both in the Cleveland
metro area and across the
state.
“We cannot duck the issue
that there has been a slowdown
in job growth,” he said.
Hill said he was not surprised fewer jobs were created
in 2013 than in the years
immediately following the official end of the recession in
June 2009.
“We have a very rapid rampup coming out of the Great
Recession because of the auto
industry — that was essentially
restarting plants,” he said.
“Once we got past that big shot
of growth, there hasn’t been a
lot of growth coming out of the
auto industry.”
Hill said other manufacturers aren’t producing that many
jobs because they are “recapitalizing” by investing in hightech equipment that increases
productivity but requires
fewer, better-trained workers.
See JOBS, A3

Employment statistics
come from two very
different sources:

SOURCE ONE
Current Employment
Statistics is a cooperative
program between the U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics
and the Ohio Bureau of
Labor Market Information
that collects detailed data
on numbers of workers,
hours and earnings through
a monthly survey of more
than 18,000 Ohio nonagricultural employers. The
survey is used to estimate
non-farm employment,
hours worked and earnings
for the whole state and its
thirteen metropolitan
statistical areas. Because
the resulting reports are
released monthly, the CES
is widely publicized by the
news media.

SOURCE TWO
The Quarterly Census of
Employment and Wages,
as its name implies, is not a
survey. It’s a full tabulation
of employment and wage
data submitted to the Ohio
Department of Job and
Family Services by all
businesses with employees
eligible for unemployment
benefits, including federal
employees. The limitation
of the QCEW is that it is not
released until about seven
months after the end of
each quarter. Annual data
are not available until the
winter of the following year.
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