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ANATOMY
OF A TEEN SUICIDE
Boy’s death raises questions about law, school policies

F

David Knox and Loren Genson ❙ The Gazette
our days before 14-year-old Deven
Baab’s suicide, the mother of one of
his classmates called a counselor at

Kimberly Mahoney said the counselor reas“This has been an ongoing thing. We’re
working on it,” she remembered the coun-

was talking about killing himself.

selor saying.
Mahoney reported the boy also claimed his father was beating him. The counselor said she was aware of that, too.
“We’ve heard from several parents and other people about
what Deven says,” she said the counselor told her.
Mahoney pressed.
“What are you going to do about it?” she asked. “I want to
know when I hang up you’re going to do something about
this.”
Mahoney told The Gazette she assumed the counselor
would alert child welfare authorities or at least call the boy’s
father.
She was wrong on both counts.
The counselor, Julia Schwendeman, and other
staff members had been in contact with the
father since mid-October about reports
Deven was showing other students
self-inflicted cuts on his wrist
and, later, scratches on his chest.
But on the day Mahoney
called — Nov. 16 — neither she
nor any other school officials
called the father.
Nor had any school official
reported the boy might have
been abused by his father.
That fact triggered a fivemonth investigation by
Medina Township and Medina city police.
The story of the investigation, which ended with
prosecutors declining to
bring charges, raises questions about the effectiveness
of Ohio laws and school district policies aimed at protecting
children:

INSIDE
Richard Baab
talks about
losing his son,
Deven, to
suicide, A3

■ Although Ohio requires school
officials and dozens of other types of
professionals to report suspected child
abuse and neglect, there is no similar
statute requiring anyone to report if a
child is suicidal.
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Gas
utility
seeks
land
Dan Pompili
The Gazette

sured her.

Claggett Middle School and warned the boy

CONTROVERSY
FLARES UP

See QUESTIONS, A2

About 100 residents in
Lafayette and Litchfield townships have received letters in
the last week from Columbia
Gas Transmission seeking to
store natural gas beneath their
property.
Columbia owns and operates
11 gas storage fields in Ohio,
including the Wellington field
that covers parts of Medina and
Lorain counties.
Cavities between rock formations, left empty after gas is
extracted through drilling, frequently are used to store natural
gas extracted elsewhere. Gas is
stored during low-usage times
like summer and withdrawn
when it is needed as temperatures drop.
The letter from Columbia says
it intends to buy the land for $50
an acre and a one-time $200
incentive. It also says if the
landowner does not respond by
Friday, Columbia will “proceed
See GAS, A6

Rape
trial
delayed
Nick Glunt
The Gazette

MEDINA — The trial of a 79year-old Medina man accused of
molesting two children, scheduled to start this week, was postponed for a second time to determine whether he’s mentally and
physically fit to stand trial.
Robert D. Law, a notary who
lives at 4898 Century Oak Circle,
had his trial before Medina
County Common Pleas Judge
Christopher J. Collier delayed
June 5 for the same reason.
Law is set to undergo a “geriatric assessment,” which defense
attorney Matthew P. Gaeckle said
“is necessary to present a proper
defense,” according to court
records.
Gaeckle did not return a call
seeking comment Wednesday.
Collier’s bailiff said the trial will
be rescheduled once the assessment is complete.
Law is charged with three
counts of raping a child under
See TRIAL, A5
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Loretta M. Cole, on Wednesday’s Gazette story about Kevin Dunn’s appointment as juvenile and
probate judge to replace the retiring John Lohn: “I wish Judge John Lohn a healthy and happy
retirement. Congrats to Kevin Dunn!”
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PUBLIC MEETINGS

Editor’s note: Fax public meeting
notices to (330) 725-4299 or email
areanews@medina-gazette.com. Paid
legal notices, which appear in the
classified advertising section of the
newspaper, should be emailed to
legalnotices@medina-gazette.com.

Today
Hinckley Township Zoning
Commission, preliminary site plan

review, 7 p.m., township
administration building, 1410
Ridge Road.
Medina Township trustees,
special meeting for Cook Road bid
opening and public hearing for
four zoning text amendments,
7 p.m., township hall, 3799
Huffman Road.
York Township trustees, regular
meeting, 6:30 p.m., fire station
complex, 6609 Norwalk Road.

ALMANAC

The Associated Press

Today is the 206th day of
2013. There are 159 days left in
the year.
TODAY’S HISTORY:
■ In 1963, the United States,
the Soviet Union and Britain
initialed a treaty in Moscow
prohibiting the testing of
nuclear weapons in the
atmosphere, in space or
underwater. The treaty formally was signed on Aug. 5,
1963.
■ In 1866, Ulysses S. Grant
was named general of the
Army of the United States, the
first officer to hold the rank.
■ In 1898, the United States
invaded Puerto Rico during
the Spanish-American War.
■ In 1909, French aviator
Louis Bleriot became the first
person to fly an airplane

across the English Channel,
traveling from Calais to Dover
in 37 minutes.
■ In 1943, Benito Mussolini
was dismissed as premier of
Italy by King Victor Emmanuel
III and placed under arrest.
However, Mussolini later was
rescued by the Nazis and reasserted his authority.
■ In 1946, the United States
detonated an atomic bomb
near Bikini Atoll in the Pacific
in the first underwater test of
the device.
■ In 1952, Puerto Rico became
a self-governing commonwealth of the United States.
■ In 1956, the Italian liner
Andrea Doria collided with the
Swedish passenger ship Stockholm off the New England
coast late at night and began
sinking; at least 51 people
were killed.

WEATHER WATCH

75/53
FRIDAY: Sunny and calm ..................................... 79/62
SATURDAY: Chance of showers ........................ 76/60
SUNDAY: Cloudy with some sun ......................... 73/57

TODAY:

Mostly sunny ...........................................

KIDS’ VIEWS
The Gazette is seeking weather pictures from area students. A weather
form may be
obtained by
emailing
lsheaffer@medinagazette.com.
Teachers may submit pictures from
Brock Belsole
their class.
Granger Elementary
For more
information, call (330) 721-4060.

CORRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS
The Medina Gazette is committed to providing accurate news
coverage. Call us at (330) 721-4060 to let us know about factual
errors.

LOTTERY RESULTS
Ohio (Wednesday)

Midday Pick 3: 8-1-8, Pick 3: 7-4-6,
Midday Pick 4: 8-7-2-6, Pick 4: 8-7-2-2,
Midday Pick 5: 5-1-1-2-2, Pick 5: 9-1-1-3-7,
Classic Lotto: 3-16-25-36-40-44, Kicker: 7-9-0-7-3-1,
Rolling Cash 5: 4-5-8-13-28.
Next Rolling Cash 5 jackpot is $206,000.
Next Classic Lotto jackpot is $4.16 million.

Mega Millions

TUESDAY: 25-32-35-50-51, Mega Ball: 46 Megaplier: 3.
Next Mega Millions jackpot is an estimated $19 million.

Powerball

WEDNESDAY: 9-29-40-44-55, Powerball: 7.
Powerball jackpot is an estimated $166 million.

Out of state

MICHIGAN (WEDNESDAY) — Daily 3: 4-4-2, Daily 4: 9-2-4-1
Fantasy 5: 4-7-10-26-30.
PENNSYLVANIA (WEDNESDAY) — Daily Number: 3-6-6,
Big 4: 0-0-1-7, Cash 5: 13-15-28-32-35.
WEST VIRGINIA (WEDNESDAY) — Daily Three: 6-0-5, Daily 4: 9-4-0-2.
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ANATOMY OF A TEEN SUICIDE
T IM EL IN E
October 2012: Richard Baab is contacted by a
counselor at Medina’s Claggett Middle School and told
his 13-year-old son, Deven, was showing other students
self-inflicted cuts on his wrist and talking about suicide.
Several meetings among Baab, his son and school staff
members seem to be helping.
Wednesday, Oct. 31: Baab receives a phone call from
the counselor, Julia Schwendeman, reporting the boy
again was displaying self-inflicted superficial cuts on his
wrist. Following a meeting, Baab takes his son to Akron
Children’s Hospital, where he is discharged two hours
later with a diagnosis of “cutting without plans of
suicide,” according to reports.
Thursday, Nov. 1: Schwendeman follows up with a call
to Richard Baab. He tells her that he is considering
putting Deven in a partial hospitalization program — “if
one more thing happens.”
Thursday, Nov. 15: A classmate of Deven shows his
mother, Kimberly Mahoney, a text message from the boy
stating that he was going to kill himself. Mahoney calls
Deven on his cell phone and they talk for about 20
minutes.
Friday, Nov. 16: Kimberly Mahoney calls Claggett
Middle School and tells Schwendeman about the call
with Deven. Although the boy denied wanting to kill
himself, Mahoney says she was convinced the boy was
in danger.
Sunday, Nov. 18: Deven turns 14 years old.
Monday, Nov. 19: Deven texts on his iPod with friends
who plead with him not to kill himself. Deven stopped
responding at 9:20 p.m. and did not respond to several
calls and text messages from the mother of one of the
friends who was concerned.
Tuesday, Nov. 20: Richard Baab goes to wake up his
son for school and discovers him dead by hanging.
Wednesday, Nov. 21: Medina Township Police Officer
Michael Oyler, assigned to investigate the suicide
because the Baabs live in the township, unlocks Deven’s
cell phone and discovers a photo the boy sent to a
friend of a necktie hanging from the ceiling fan in his
bedroom.
Friday, Nov. 23: Oyler interviews a school friend and
was told Deven had “been talking about wanting to do it
for the past three or four weeks.” The Monday evening
before his death, Deven chatted on his iPod with several
female friends: “The tone of the conversation turned
negative for no apparent reason and Deven began
talking about killing himself.”
Thursday, Dec. 6: Richard Baab calls Oyler about a
“disturbing voicemail” found on Deven’s phone from
Kimberly Mahoney’s son. Oyler interviews Mahoney that
same day and learns about her Nov. 16 call to
Schwendeman. Mahoney says that in addition to telling
classmates he was going to kill himself, Deven also
claimed his father beat him. Oyler talks to Richard Baab,
who says he knew his son had been telling friends he
was abused at home.
Oyler interviews several of Deven’s friends and family
members and finds no evidence the boy had ever been
beaten. He also finds several instances where the boy
had told untruths — including that his mother was dead.
But Oyler also determines that school officials had not
reported the suspected abuse, in possible violation of a
state law.
Friday, Dec. 28: After getting a status report from Oyler,
Medina Township police Sgt. Todd Zieja meets with
Medina County Prosecutor Dean Holman, who “stated
that he wanted me to continue my investigation into the
allegation that Deven was being abused by his father
and whether the abuse was reported or not.”
Thursday, Jan. 3, 2013: Zieja requests the cooperation
of Medina police to complete the investigation,
explaining that while the suicide occurred in the
township, the school and the possible “failure to report
occurred with the city limits.”
Thursday, Jan. 3: Medina city police Lt. David
Birckbichler declines, saying his department would
participate only “if directed to” by the prosecutor’s
office.
Wednesday, Jan. 23: Oyler sends a copy of his report
to the county prosecutor, requesting a decision on who
should continue the investigation.
Saturday, Feb. 2: County Assistant Prosecutor Michael
McNamara responds with a letter saying the county
wouldn’t handle the case because failing to report
suspected child abuse was a misdemeanor. He advises
taking the case to the Medina city prosecutor.
Monday, March 4: A copy of Oyler’s report is sent to
Richard Barbara, one of Medina’s three part-time
prosecutors.
Tuesday, March 5: Oyler receives a letter from another
city prosecutor, Kevin W. Dunn, who declines to take the
case, questioning whether it successfully could be
prosecuted under the state statute. Zieja makes an
appointment to see Dunn.
Tuesday, March 12: Zieja and Oyler speak briefly with
Dunn, who says neither the city prosecutor’s office nor
the city police will have any more to do with the case.
He suggests Baab should “seek a civil remedy,” by filing
a lawsuit. Zieja and Oyler discuss their concerns with
the city’s third prosecutor, J. Matthew Lanier, who
agrees to speak with his boss, city Law Director Gregory
A. Huber.
Thursday, March 14: Oyler receives a call from city
Police Chief Patrick Berarducci asking for a meeting to
discuss the case.
Friday, March 15: Zieja and Oyler meet with Berarducci,
who agrees to cooperate in an investigation and assigns
Detective Amy Kerr to the case.
Monday, March 18: Kerr and Oyler conduct a nearly
hourlong interview at Claggett Middle School with
Schwendeman and a secretary who also had spoken to
Mahoney on Nov. 16. Also present for the interview was
Jim Shields, the school district’s legal counsel.
Thursday and Friday, March 21-22: Kerr talks to a
social worker and an intake screener at Medina County
Job and Family Services.
Monday, March 25: Richard Baab comes to the Medina
Police Department and signs a release form for his son’s
medical records.
Tuesday, March 26: Kerr receives a 26-page report on
Deven’s Oct. 31 evaluation at Akron Children’s Hospital.
Friday, March 29: Kerr checks with Summit County
Children Services and finds no reports involving the
Baab family. A check with a statewide database
maintained by the Ohio Department of Job and Family
Services also comes up empty.
Monday, April 8: Oyler and Kerr file their final reports
with the city prosecutor.
Wednesday, April 24: Prosecutor Lanier responds in a
letter, declining to bring charges: “We do not believe
‘beyond a reasonable doubt’ that either” Schwendeman
or a school secretary had cause to suspect Deven Baab
“was being abused or neglected.”

QUESTIONS
From A1

■ Teachers are well aware of their duty to report suspected
abuse or neglect. The state law widely is publicized. But the
law rarely is prosecuted. Some legal scholars say the language
of the statute is flawed, making enforcement difficult.
■ The Medina school board’s bylaws and policies include
step-by-step procedures staff members should follow if confronted with a suicidal student. However, there are no specific
guidelines explaining how to handle third-party reports, such
as Mahoney’s, from outside the school.
■ School officials made no formal inquiry to evaluate the
staff’s response to Mahoney’s warning to determine whether
the board’s policies and procedures could be improved. Nor is
there anything in the school district’s files that indicates there
was a police investigation.
While Schwendeman declined to comment for this story,
school administrators voiced their support.
“The police did an investigation and the prosecutor did an
investigation and no charges were filed,” Kris Quallich, the
district’s director of student services, said. “If you’re asking
me if we think she should have done something different, I
think our answer is no.”

Investigation begins

I

t’s doubtful there would have been an investigation if the boy’s father, Richard Baab, had not told
police about a “disturbing voicemail” he found on
his son’s cell phone two weeks after his son’s death.

The message, left 10 days before the suicide, clearly indicated Deven Baab had been talking about killing himself
weeks before his death.
It was from Mahoney’s son. Following up on that lead is
how Medina Township police Officer Michael Oyler learned of
Mahoney’s encounter with the counselor.
Oyler, who was the primary investigator because the Baabs
lived in the township, already had contacted Schwendeman
and Claggett Assistant Principal Shannon Thibodeau while
retrieving the contents of Deven Baab’s locker.
But Oyler learned about the allegations of abuse from
Mahoney.
Mahoney told Oyler that the night before she called the
school her son had shown her text messages from the boy
stating he was going to kill himself.
She said she called the boy’s cell phone and they talked for
about 20 minutes.
“Deven told her he was being abused at home and that’s
why he was saying that he wanted to kill himself,” Oyler wrote
in his report, which The Gazette obtained.
At one point in the interview, Mahoney “started crying and
explained that she wanted to take some type of action herself
but Julia (Schwendeman) told her several times that the ‘professionals’ were ‘working on it,’ ” Oyler wrote in the report.
Mahoney said she asked Schwendeman if anyone had
reported the abuse. She said Schwendeman told her the
“proper authorities were contacted,” the report said.
That wasn’t true.
Oyler, a 17-year veteran police officer and a member of the
Medina County Domestic and Sexual Violence Taskforce,
checked both with Medina police and Medina County Job
and Family Services.
“Neither had any record or reports of abuse involving
Deven or his father,” he reported.

No evidence of abuse

O

yler launched his own investigation and soon
concluded Richard Baab hadn’t been beating
his son.

After interviewing several of the boy’s friends and family
members, including the boy’s mother, he wrote in his report
“no one that I spoke with ever witnessed any signs of physical
abuse.”
Oyler discovered the boy had said other things that weren’t
true. He had told some friends his mother lived in Florida.
His parents were divorced, but his mother lived in Mansfield
and often saw him.
The boy told others the reason he wanted to kill himself
was because his mother had died in a car crash “and the doctor told him if he had gotten her to the hospital just a few
minutes sooner, they could have saved her,” Oyler reported.
The boy told a different group of friends the reason he
wanted to die “was because his girlfriend was killed on his
birthday,” Oyler wrote.
Oyler also found evidence Richard Baab was a concerned
father.
Immediately after an Oct. 31 meeting with Schwendeman
and a teacher at Claggett about Deven displaying to other
students self-inflicted cuts on his wrist, Baab took his son to
Akron Children’s Hospital. Deven was discharged two hours
later with a diagnosis of “cutting without plans of suicide,”
Oyler reported.
The next day, when Schwendeman followed up with
another call, Baab told her he was considering putting his son
in a “partial hospitalization plan” and was investigating outpatient counseling.
Baab said he stressed to Schwendeman that he wanted to
be called “for any matters concerning Deven,” saying “if one
more thing happens, he’s taking him back to the hospital and
he’s staying,” Oyler reported.
Oyler noted Baab was “very surprised and upset” when told
about Mahoney’s call to Schwendeman. Baab said he kept his
son home that day because Deven had a stomachache. He
reported the absence using the school’s automated phone
system.
“On the very same day Deven was absent from school,
another parent called the school because they were obviously
concerned for Deven’s safety and well-being,” Baab said,
according to Oyler’s report. “Yet no one from the school called
me or the police?”
At that point, Baab “broke down in tears,” Oyler wrote.

W

Law doesn’t cover
suicide threats

hile Baab is convinced his son’s death could
have been prevented if someone called him
that Friday, that wasn’t the focus of the police investigation. It couldn’t be. There is no Ohio law requiring anyone to report a child might be considering
suicide.

Ohio isn’t unusual.
“Virginia is the only state with a statute that explicitly
requires reporting of suspected suicide risk by all licensed
administrative or instructional school personnel,” said Wylie
G. Tene, spokesman for the American Foundation for

See QUESTIONS, A3

Cyan A2 magenta A2 yellow A2 black A2

The Gazette

Thursday, July 25, 2013

FROM PAGE ONE

A3

ANATOMY OF A TEEN SUICIDE
Father loses his son two days
after celebrating his birthday
Kiera Manion-Fischer ❙ The Gazette

R

ichard Baab doesn’t want another parent to live
through his nightmare. On Tuesday, Nov. 20, 2012, Baab
went to his son’s bedroom to wake him up for school
and found the boy had hanged himself.

Deven had just turned 14 that
Sunday.
In the first few days after his son’s
death, Baab was numb with pain
and anger.
“I just remember living through
the day,” he said. “For a month
straight I would just lay in my bed. I
wouldn’t do anything.”
Since then he has become a man
obsessed with re-examining every
aspect leading up to his son’s
death.
A week after his death, Baab
wrote a 30-page journal documenting events in his son’s short life in
an effort to explain the unexplainable: Why would a child want to
die?
Now he is speaking out in hopes
that Deven’s story might save
another child’s life.
“I’m willing to do whatever I can
to stop this from happening to
someone else’s child,” he said during one of a series of interviews
with The Gazette.

B

Challenges

aab said that in most
ways, Deven was like any
other boy. He enjoyed playing
video games, hanging out
with his friends and the outdoors.

“He liked being outside, having
bonfires outside, cutting trees down
with an ax,” Baab said.
He liked building things out of
wood. Last Christmas he made a
cabinet for his mother and a stool
for his half-sister.
He liked cooking, his father said.
“He was a good kid, he liked to
cook his own dinners, make me
breakfast — mac and cheese,
scrambled eggs, bacon,” Baab said.
Baab and his son had an unusually close relationship. Baab and his
wife, Janet, divorced when Deven
was 2 years old.
Until he started school, the boy

QUESTIONS

I

From A2

Suicide Prevention. “No federal law addresses
this issue.”
There was an Ohio law that might have
been broken — the statute requiring teachers and other professionals to report suspected child abuse and neglect.
On Dec. 28, Oyler entered into his notes
that his supervisor, Sgt. Todd A. Zieja, had
met with Medina County Prosecutor Dean
Holman and got the OK to investigate the
failure to report the possible abuse.
Records show the investigation went
nowhere for nearly two months — bogged
down in wrangling between the township
and city over who had jurisdiction in the
case and whether it was proper to investigate school employees for not reporting
abuse that never occurred.
Medina Township police contended the
investigation required the cooperation of the
Medina Police Department because Claggett
Middle School is within the city limits.
But when Oyler forwarded his report to
Medina police on Jan. 3, his request for a
joint investigation was turned down.
“They will only investigate this if they
received a letter from Prosecutor Dean Holman indicating they need to,” Zieja wrote in
his notes.
But the county prosecutor’s office also was
backing away.
Two weeks after Oyler submitted his initial
report on Jan. 23, Zieja received a letter from
county Assistant Prosecutor Michael McNamara saying his office wouldn’t handle the
case because failing to report suspected
child abuse was a misdemeanor.
Failing to report suspected abuse is a
fourth-degree misdemeanor punishable by
no more than 30 days in jail and a $250 fine.
The charge rises to a first-degree misdemeanor if the abuse occurred.
McNamara suggested taking the case to
the Medina city prosecutor.

Z

The next day, Oyler received a letter — this
time from another city prosecutor, Kevin W.
Dunn.
Dunn not only declined to take the case,
saying there was insufficient evidence to file
charges, he questioned whether the case
could be successfully prosecuted under the
state statute.
Zieja and Oyler made a March 12 appointment with Dunn to plead their case in person.
“We explained that the matter needs to be
investigated further to find out whether the
alleged abuse was reported or not,” Oyler
wrote in his report.
Dunn was unmoved and suggested Richard
Baab “seek a civil remedy,” by filing a lawsuit,
according to Oyler’s report. But the city’s
third prosecutor, J. Matthew Lanier, agreed to
speak with his boss, city Law Director Gregory A. Huber.
Two days later, Oyler got a call from Medina Police Chief Patrick Berarducci. Following
a meeting the following day, the chief agreed
to participate in the investigation and
assigned Detective Amy Kerr to the case.
Kerr moved quickly, notifying Oyler that
same day that an interview with Schwendeman was scheduled for March 18.

Deven Baab at age 13.

PHOTOS PROVIDED

See LOST, A6

n the last 10 months, Medina County has lost four
teenagers to suicide — twice the number of youngsters
who had taken their own lives in the previous two years.

Deven Baab was one of two juvenile suicides reported in

the county in the last half of 2012.
So far this year, two more deaths of teenagers have been
ruled suicide, according to the Medina County Child Fatality Review Board, which compiles information on everyone
who dies under the age of 18.
The review board reported only one suicide of a child in
Medina County in 2010 and one in 2011.
Statewide in 2011, the last year data are available, Ohio
reported 55 suicide deaths of residents under 17 — nearly
double the 28 reported the year before.
The county review boards send data to the Ohio Department of Health, which publishes an annual Ohio Child
Fatality Review.
The most recent report, published last year covering
deaths in 2010, provides a demographic portrait of the
youngsters most at risk: suburban boys, like Deven Baab.
Boys represented 86 percent of child suicides in 2010 but
make up only 51 percent of the childhood population.
The report also found 29 percent of child suicides happened in suburban counties, while suburban teens only
make up 18 percent of the population.

Jurisdiction dispute

ieja took McNamara’s advice and
briefed Richard Barbera, one of the
city’s three part-time prosecutors. A
copy of Oyler’s report was sent to him
on March 4.

would stay two weeks with Baab
and two weeks with his mother.
After that, Deven lived with his
father and only spent weekends
with his mother, who moved to
Mansfield.
Baab said he wanted his son to
live with him, “I just thought I
would be a better parent.”
A graduate of Highland High
School and the Medina County
Joint Vocational School, Baab, 48, is
a self-employed welder.
He said his ex-wife maintained a
good relationship with Deven and
she was consulted on all major
decisions involving the boy.
Most of those decisions involved
problems Deven faced in school.
The boy fell behind in reading
and spelling in first grade and eventually was diagnosed with attention
deficit hyperactivity disorder by his
family doctor and a school psychologist.
He was placed in an individualized education plan while in elementary school in Medina.
Deven was still behind by the
time he entered the sixth grade —
his first year at Claggett Middle
School — and the family doctor
prescribed Concerta, a longer-acting version of Ritalin.

— Loren Genson

Conflicting accounts

with some of Schwendeman’s statements.
Oyler re-interviewed Baab, who denied
n separate reports about the nearly
telling Schwendeman child-care authorities
had contacted him about his son’s claims of
hour-long interview, Oyler and Kerr
abuse.
wrote that Schwendeman acknowl“At no time did I discuss anything pertaining
edged not reporting the alleged abuse.
to Children Services with her,” Baab said,
according to Oyler’s report.
She gave several reasons why.
Oyler concluded that Schwendeman’s claim
She said she had “prior knowledge” that child
of “prior knowledge” that child welfare authoriwelfare authorities already had been alerted.
ties had been involved “was based on hearsay
Schwendeman said, “The allegations of
from other middle school students and/or their
abuse ‘really heightened’ in the summer of
parents.”
2012 and to her knowledge that was when
Kerr interviewed an intake social worker at
MCJ&FS (Medina County Jobs and Family ServMedina County Job and Family Services and
ices) was involved, came out and Dad had to
go through an investigation,” Kerr wrote in her was told that the agency expects teachers and
other professionals, as required by law, “to call
report.
in concerns of abuse or neglect, even with third
She also said that during their Oct. 31 meetparty information.”
ing at the school about Deven cutting himself,
Baab “was the one who brought up the abuse
Another staff member at the agency told Kerr
issue” and had told her he “had to deal with it.” that Schwendeman was “one of their ‘regular
As for Mahoney’s phone call, Schwendeman
callers,’ ” adding, “She seemed very concerned
said she didn’t report it because officials at
for her students.”
Medina County Job and Family Services had
told her “in the past they would want the information to come from the actual source” and
not a third party, Kerr wrote in her report. “She
err also confirmed there was no
encouraged Mrs. Mahoney to call (MCJ&FS).”
record of a report by SchwendeSchwendeman also assumed the doctors at
Akron Children’s Hospital who examined
man or anyone else concerning the
Deven would have reported “if there were any
Baab family in the county or the state
signs of physical abuse,” Oyler noted in his
Job and Family Services computer sysreport.
tems.
Oyler and Kerr reported finding conflicts

I

K

Case closed

A check of the city police computer found
Schwendeman involved in several reports,
including a 2012 report of parents abusing
drugs and a March 7 report of physical abuse of
a child by a parent.
But again, “There was nothing found for
Richard or Deven Baab,” Kerr noted.
On April 8, Oyler and Kerr filed their final
reports with the city prosecutor.
Prosecutor Lanier responded in a letter,
dated April 24.
In declining to bring charges, Lanier did not
contest the facts presented in the officers’
report. He also agreed that Ohio’s child abuse
statute did apply to Schwendeman, as well as a
secretary who also heard Mahoney’s statements.
“However, we do not believe ‘beyond a reasonable doubt’ that either had reasonable
cause to suspect” that Deven Baab “was being
abused or neglected necessitating further
reporting,” Lanier wrote. “As such, our office
has declined to pursue a criminal charge
against either person at this time.”
Oyler and Zieja said they were not authorized to comment on the case.

S

Is law flawed?

everal legal scholars contacted
by The Gazette said Lanier probably
made the right call — although they
disagreed on the reasons why.

Carmen Naso, an assistant professor at Case
Western Reserve’s School of Law, said the language of the Ohio law makes it extremely difficult to prosecute.
While the statute is very specific about who
must report suspected abuse and neglect — in
the four decades since the law was passed in
1969, the list of professionals covered has
grown to nearly 30 — Naso said it is vague
about when they must report.
“Just look at the statute,” he said. “The claim
that the child makes or the circumstances that
the teacher or coach sees must lead a reasonable person to have reasonable suspicion
under a reasonable interpretation of the circumstances that this kid is a victim of abuse.
“Any statute that contains the word ‘reasonable’ in three different contexts in one sentence
… leaves me scratching my head as to how
people are supposed to understand what their
responsibilities are under the law.
“I fault the Legislature for that.”
Naso has practiced law for 30 years, including seven as supervisor for the Cuyahoga
County Juvenile Justice Unit.
“We like it when the Legislature tells us in
black and white what we can prosecute and
what we can’t,” he said. “It would be great if
they could clarify this statute and not make it
so dependent upon facts that are subject to
interpretation.”

Statistics unavailable

H

ow often prosecutors have
attempted to use the law is
unclear.

The Ohio Department of Job and Family
Services, which oversees county child protective services that investigate reports of abuse
and neglect, doesn’t keep count.
“We do not track the number of mandated
reporters prosecuted for failing to report,” Benjamin Johnson, deputy director of the department’s Office of Communications, said.
Checks with other state agencies also came
up empty.
The Ohio Supreme Court keeps statistics on
the number of cases handled by the state’s
courts but not what crimes are charged.
The Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services
does tabulate crimes from police and sheriff’s
departments across the state for the FBI’s UniSee QUESTIONS, A5
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form Crime Reporting program — but only for eight categories: murder, rape, robbery,
aggravated assault, burglary,
larceny, vehicle theft and
arson.
Has the law ever been used?
“I’m not aware of any cases
in Ohio where this has been
prosecuted,” said Katherine
Hunt Federle, a professor at
Ohio State University’s Moritz
College of Law who specialized in the juvenile justice system. “That doesn’t mean they
haven’t. But I’m just not aware
of them.
“It’s possible that they’ve
been prosecuted in a county
but it never made the news or
it never was appealed.”

A

Law rarely
prosecuted

Gazette search of a
commercial database
of Ohio newspapers and
other resources did turn
up four instances — over
more than a dozen years
— of the law being used.
Two of the cases ended in
dismissals:
■ In 1999, an Akron minister
was charged with failing to
report suspected sexual abuse
of a 14-year-old girl by an
adult church member. A news
story at the time reported city
Prosecutor Douglas Powley
saying he did not recall the
law being used in the previous
10 years.
■ In 2005, a former high
school principal in New Richmond, near Cincinnati, was
accused of failing to report an
alleged sexual encounter
between a student and coach.
Defendants in the other two
cases were convicted. Both
involved extreme abuse and
neglect:
■ A 64-year-old therapist in
Lorain County pleaded guilty
in 2007 to failing to report the
abuse of adopted children
who were kept in caged beds.
■ Earlier this month, a 51year-old Montgomery County
doctor pleaded no contest to
charges of failing to report the
neglect of a 14-year-old girl
who had cerebral palsy and
weighed 28 pounds when she

TRIAL
From A1

age 13, complicity to rape a
child and a count of gross sexual imposition. All the charges
are first-degree felonies except
imposition, which is thirddegree. If convicted, he could
face life in prison.
Law is accused of molesting
the children — who now are 24
and 27 years old — in the summers of 1989, 1994, 1996 and
1997, when they were between
3 and 8 years old.
He also is accused of aiding

A copy of that policy and
procedures was given to Medina police during the investigation, along with an email
from Schwendeman to the district’s legal counsel, Jim
Shields, detailing her actions
following the Oct. 31 report of
Deven hurting himself:
■ “Father came in immediately and took Deven to ER
where he was assessed. Follow
up counseling appt. scheduled
by Mr. Baab.”
■ “All office staff were made
aware, teachers were on alert.
Mr. Baab allowed the counseling
staff to facilitate communication
between Deven and friends to
let them know he was safe.”
■ “Regular check ins with staff,
teachers and Mr. Baab as
needed.”
f Ohio’s child abuse
■ “Support for friends and
and neglect law is
peers continuous.”
rarely prosecuted, VirBut nothing in the email
ginia’s law requiring edu- addresses Mahoney’s call on
Nov. 16.
cators to report suspected
The difference between
suicidal children is used
Schwendeman’s response to
the cutting report and her
less — even though it is
reaction to Mahoney’s call
not a criminal statute.
raises a key issue: the district’s
The penalty for not
lack of guidance concerning
reporting isn’t jail time or third-party reports.
While providing step-bya fine but loss of a teachstep instructions telling staff
ing license.
members precisely what to do
That hasn’t happened in the when faced with a suicidal
student, the guidelines con14 years since the law was
tain nothing about how to
enacted.
“According to our Licensure respond to a warning from
someone outside the school,
Division, no licenses have
been revoked because of non- such as a parent.
Medina’s teachers aren’t
reporting a potential suicide,”
alone
in lacking direction on
said Julie Grimes, spokeshow to handle calls like
woman for the Virginia
Mahoney’s.
Department of Education.
While Ohio doesn’t have a
state law dictating how to handle reports of suicidal children, many school districts
have adopted their own polihe district’s “Suicide
cies and procedures.
Intervention Process”
Medina’s is posted on its
guidelines are based on
website:
“templates” provided by
“The Board directs all
school personnel to be alert to NEOLA, a national conthe student who exhibits signs
sulting firm based in
of unusual depression or who
threatens or attempts suicide. Stow.
Any such signs or the report of
CEO Richard N. Clapp consuch signs from another stufirmed that his firm, which
dent or staff member should
provides consulting services
be taken with the utmost seri- for two-thirds of Ohio’s
ousness.”
approximately 600 school disThe policy further directs the
tricts and about 1,250 districts
superintendent to develop
across the nation, does not
“administrative guidelines
offer any recommendations
whereby members of the profes- on how to respond to reports
sional staff understand how to
from outside the school about
use an intervention procedure.” a possibly suicidal child.

“Our templates don’t address
that,” he said. “No one has ever
raised the question … about a
third-party call coming in.”
Asked if he thought the
guidelines should be revised,
Clapp said, “We need to think
about this.”
Clapp said Deven Baab’s
death could be a catalyst for
improving the guidelines.
“When you have circumstances like this, that gives you
an opportunity to either learn
from it or run from it,” he said.
“In our case, we’ll learn from it.
“We’re already in the
process of how we make our
policies better in this regard
because it’s such a sensitive
topic. It’s one of those things
nobody wants to talk about
because we don’t want to
think it’s going to happen in
our school.
“But it’s happening with
greater frequency and we need
to figure out how we do that.”
But Clapp stressed the limits
of what schools can do about
what happens outside their
buildings — especially given
the restrictions of federal privacy laws.
“The school can’t be responsible for everything that happens in the community 24-7
when they don’t have firsthand knowledge; we just can’t
expect that of our schools,”
said Clapp, who served 12
years as superintendent of the
Woodridge school district in
Summit County. “It is challenging enough to deal with what
they have to deal with in this
time that we’re living in —
when kids are under all sorts of
other pressures that we never
were under when I was a boy.”
Clapp suggested the best
way to handle calls from parents and others would be to
compile a list of phone numbers of the local suicide hotline and other social services
resources “and say these are
the people you should call
right now.”

an unidentified person in raping one of the children in 1997.
At the time, Law was
between 55 and 64 years old.
Law was arrested and
charged in March after a fourmonth joint investigation by
the Medina County Sheriff’s
Office and the FBI.
His 78-year-old sister, who
asked to remain anonymous to
protect her family, said she
couldn’t believe it when she
heard about the charges.
“It took me really hard,” she
said. “It’s hard for me to believe
there’s anything to this.”

“I’ve always had a high
respect for Bobbie,” his sister
said, “because he worked so
hard to get to where he’s at.”
She said she didn’t think Law
was capable of the violence
he’s charged with, but said anything is possible.
“There’s a yin and yang in all
of us. There’s good and bad,”
she said. “I’m not saying he did
it or didn’t do it. I just don’t
know.”
Law is being held at the
county jail on $1 million bond.

died. Dr. Margaret Edwards, of
Trotsville, near Dayton, faces a
maximum of 18 months in jail
when sentenced next month.
Like Naso, Federle didn’t
question the Medina city prosecutor’s decision not to file
charges, saying, “He has the
discretion to make that call.”
But she saw no flaw in the
law.
“The statute is very clear,”
she said. “I don’t see any problem with the statute.”
Then why so few prosecutions?
“Because people report,”
Federle suggested. “That’s the
other possible interpretation.”

No guidelines for
third-party calls

I

Suggested
improvements

T

She said “Bobbie” was a widower and had children and
grandchildren, and that he’d
always been a family-oriented
person.
She and Law grew up with an
abusive father “on the other
end of the tracks” during the
Depression on Cleveland’s
west side, she said.
When he was younger, Law
would dig through the dump
for Christmas presents and run
paper routes, she said. When
he grew up, he entered the U.S.
Army and later succeeded in
business.

District: No
change needed

A

sked about the lack
of specific guidelines
for handling third-party
calls, Kris Quallich, the
Medina Schools’ director
of student services, contended no change in procedures is needed.

Quallich argued that the district’s policy on student suicide — stating that “Any such
signs or the report of such
signs from another student or
staff member should be taken
with the utmost seriousness”
— adequately addresses the
question of third-party calls.
“I would say that falls under
that policy,” she said.
Quallich said Mahoney’s call
properly was handled, adding
that Schwendeman was an
experienced counselor who
knew much more about the
situation than Mahoney.
Schwendeman has been a
guidance counselor with the
district for seven years, first at
H.G. Blake Elementary School
and then at Claggett, and
obtained her clinical counselor’s license in March.
“I trust Julia’s clinical judgment with the information she
had that we know but I can’t
release because it’s confidential student information,”
Quallich said.
Did the school district conduct its own inquiry into how
Mahoney’s call was handled?
“Absolutely. We always
review when something happens to see if we can do something better,” Quallich said.
But was there any formal
evaluation that resulted in a
written report — recommendations, conclusion — anything in writing concerning
this case?
“No,” Quallich said.
Contact reporter Loren Genson
at (330) 721-4063
or lgenson@medina-gazette.com.
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f you or someone
you know may be
considering suicide,
these local and
national agencies
can help:

ALTERNATIVE
PATHS
Part of the Medina
County Coalition for
Suicide Prevention
Coalition, (330) 725-9195
www.alternativepaths.org

NATIONAL
SUICIDE
PREVENTION
LIFELINE
(800) 273-TALK (8255)
www.suicideprevention
lifeline.org

THE SUICIDE
PREVENTION
EDUCATION
ALLIANCE
OF OHIO
www.speaneohio.org

THE OHIO SUICIDE
PREVENTION
FOUNDATION
www.ohiospf.org

I’M ALIVE
An online crisis network
offering support and live
chat at www.imalive.org

Contact David Knox at (330) 721-4065
or dknox@medina-gazette.com.

Rx

FREE

R
Rxx D
Delivery!
Delivery
Deliver
e l i v ery!

We can deliver to your home or work

See store for details!
Ritzman Pharmacy

20 locations to serve you including 11
within Buehler’s Fresh Food Markets

RitzmanRx.com

PRESENTS:

Contact reporter Nick Glunt
at (330) 721-4048
or nglunt@medina-gazette.com.

THE CAVALIER
PROGRAM WILL
BE AVAILABLE
THIS FALL

THE CAVALIER PROGRAM

Beginning this fall, Medina Christian Academy will be offering the
Cavalier Program, which is an online high school program. This program is an exciting alternative for students/parents who want a different
choice other than the traditional classroom. We are partnering with
Sevenstar Academy which is a leader in Christian online education from
Cincinnati, OH. Students involved in this program can take advantage
of the resources we have available here at MCA such as:
*Access to MCA library & audio-visual materials
*Access to MCA computer lab
*ACSI student activities – Speech Meet, Math League, Writing,etc.
*Opportunity for band, orchestra, worship for chapels
*Yearly standardized testing
*Certified teachers available for assistance
*Complete record keeping (Graduation with Sevenstar diploma)
*Opportunity for Art classes

For more information on the Cavalier Program, Contact:

Mrs. Paige Donahoe at pdonahoe@mcaschool.net
or (330) 725-3227

July 26

Ball & Chain

(Janis Joplin Tribute)

Aug 2

Shadow Of Doubt
(Tom Petty Tribute)

Aug 9

Arrival

(Journey Tribute)

Aug 16

Diamond Dogs

(David Bowie Tribute)
www.themainstreetcafe.com
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Obituaries
Judy B. Kiley

Judy B. Kiley, 74, of
Sullivan, passed away Tuesday, July 23, 2013 at Hospice
House of North Central Ohio
in Ashland. On May 27, 1939
in Long Island, New York,
Mrs. Kiley was born to Jack
S. and Ruth (Banks) Booz.
She had been employed at
the Elyria Chronicle Telegram and provided Home
Healthcare for over 15 years.
Mrs. Kiley was member of
the Medina Pythian Sisters.
Her greatest joy in life was
her children, grandchildren,
great-grandchild and helping
others.
Mrs. Kiley is survived by
her daughter, Kelley (Bruce)
Jordan of North Carolina; two
sons, John (Carolann) Kiley of
New London and Craig (Mi-

chelle) Kiley of Ashland;
grandchildren, David, Iryna
Sorrell of Kentucky, Cassidy,
Colt, Alianna, Cooper Jordan
of North Carolina, Tyler Jordan of New London, Taylor,
Hailey, Caleb, Kyle and Kristi;
great-grandchild,
Braxton;
brother, Jack (Danielle) Booz,
Jr. of Maryland and seven
nephews.
Mrs. Kiley was preceded in
death by her parents.
A memorial service will be
held 6 P.M., Friday, July 26,
2013 at Heyl Funeral Home,
227 Broad St., Ashland, with
Pastor Tim Holman officiating.
An online register book is
available to express condolences to the family at
www.heylfuneralhome.com

Thomas George Mach
T h o m a s
ann SND (Carol), DonGeorge Mach,
na Howski (Robert),
65, of Lodi
Robert Mach (Linda),
passed away Monday,
Janet Gottlieb (Donald),
July 22, 2013, at Akron
James Mach (Kathy),
General Medical CenGerald Mach (Jean),
ter. He was born in
Karen Seibel (Chris)
Cleveland on October
and Maureen Fortner
24, 1947, to Frank and
(Jeff).
MACH
Rosemary
Schmitz
He was preceded in
Mach and had resided in death by his parents and
Lodi for the past 16 years.
brother, Kenneth.
Thomas was a 1965 gradFuneral service will be
uate of Strongsville High Monday, July 29, 2013, 10:30
School and had worked as a A.M. at The Parker & Son
bricklayer for Local #5 in Funeral Home, 210 Medina
Cleveland retiring in 2008. He St., Lodi. Father Ron Bryda
was a U.S. Marine Corp will officiate. Burial will be
Veteran.
Monday at 12:30 P.M. at Ohio
He is survived by his chil- Western Reserve National
dren, Edward Thomas (Nicole) Cemetery in Rittman. VisitaMach, Sherrie Mach, Anne- tion will be Sunday, July 28,
Marie Mach, Bethany Mach, 2013, 2 to 4 and 6 to 8 P.M. at
Jaclyn Mach; seven grandchil- the funeral home.
dren, Anthony, Makenna, BryOnline tributes may be
ton, Breanna, Colton, Camden shared at
and Rex; siblings, Sister Ellen- www.parkerfuneralhomes.com

Joan C. Lawrence

Joan C. Lawrence (nee
Ryba), 80, of Medina, passed
away peacefully on Tuesday,
July 23, 2013. She was born
December 15, 1932, to the late
Stanley, Sr. and Mary (nee
Bajorek) Ryba in Cleveland.
Joan was an active parishioner at St. Martin’s and also
enjoyed polka dancing along
with being a member and
Queen of the Red Hats Society.
Joan is survived by her
loving children, Kathleen
(Mike) Chohaney and Nick
(Maria) Lawrence; treasured
grandchildren, Terra (Paul)
Davis, Kate Chohaney, Andrea Lawrence and Michael
Chohaney; loving companion, John Yezerski; sister,
Rosemary Gannon; daughterin-law, Joan M. Lawrence and
sister-in-law, Pat Ryba.
She is preceded in death by
her beloved husband, Nicholas Lawrence; second husband, Anthony Rajski; son
David;
infant
daughter,

Christine; brother, Stanley
Ryba, Jr. and her beloved dog
companion, Scooter.
Family will receive friends
today, July 25, 2013, from 4
until 7 P.M., at Waite and Son
Funeral Home, 3300 Center
Rd., Brunswick, 44212. A
Mass of Christian Burial will
be held Friday, July 26, 2013,
at 10 A.M., at St. Martin
Catholic Church, 1800 Station
Rd., Valley City, 44280, with
Father Thomas Dunphy as
the Celebrant. Please meet at
the church. Burial will follow
at St. Martin Cemetery in
Valley City.
Contributions may be made,
in Joan’s memory, to Hospice
of Medina County, 5075 Windfall Rd., Medina, 44256, or a
charity of your choosing.
Online condolences may be
left at
www.waitefuneralhome.com

Walter “Judge” Robb, Jr.
W a l t e r
15 grandchildren; four
“Judge” Robb,
g reat-g randchildren
Jr., 82, a lifeand brother, Richard
time resident of Hinck(Cate) Robb of Frankley, passed away peacelin, North Carolina.
fully Saturday, July 20,
He was preceded in
2013. He was born Sepdeath by his infant
tember 1, 1930, in Hinckson, Steven and brothley, to the late Walter A.
ers, Ramon and HerROBB
and Eudora (Stine)
bert Robb.
Robb, Sr.
Family and friends may
Walter proudly served in call Friday, July 26, 2013,
the U.S. Army during the from 10 A.M. until 2 P.M., at
Korean War and retired as Waite & Son Funeral Home,
Chief of Operations for the 3300 Center Rd., Brunswick,
Cleveland Metro Parks. He 44212. A prayer service will
was the current Hinckley be held during calling hours
Township Sexton, a volun- at 12:30 P.M.
teer for the USO and a lifeIn lieu of flowers, contritime member of the Nature butions may be made to Ohio
Conservancy. He loved spend- Nature Conservancy, 6375
ing time outdoors, traveling Riverside Dr., Suite 100,
the country, fishing, and was Dublin, OH 43017, USO NE
an avid reader, who was often Chapter, 20637 Emerald Parkseen at the Highland Library. way, Cleveland, OH 44135 or
He is survived by his be- the Cleveland Metro Parks,
loved companion of 25 years, 4101 Fulton Parkway, ClevePaula Kramer; loving chil- land, OH 44144.
dren, Jeffrey Robb of HinckOnline condolences may be
ley, Susan Robb of Hinckley, left at
Linda (Chuck) Olsavsky of www.waitefuneralhome.com
Newburgh, Indiana, Gary
(Lisa) Robb of Hinckley and
John (Donna) Robb of Hinckley; their mother, Lois Robb;

Now you can start your
OWN newspaper
subscription 24/7
b y going to
medina-gazette.com
a n d cl i c k o n s u b s c r i b e

Facebook stock soars on 2Q profit news

Kerry W. Clark

Kerry W. Clark, 63, of
(Mark) Moore, Beverly
Montville
Township,
(Dave) Lowther; brothpassed away Tuesday,
er-in- law, Gordie Wise.
July 23, 2013, at Medina
Kerry was preceded
Hospital Cleveland Clinin death by his mother,
ic Emergency Room. He
Elizia; brother, Robert;
was born in Charleston,
and sister, Patricia
West Virginia, to RL
Wise; also his stepand Elizia Clark Decem- CLARK brother, Laura Jo.
ber 1, 1949.
Visitation for family
Kerry was owner of his and friends will be held
trucking company. He re- Friday, July 26, 2013 from 5 to
ceived the Carnegie Metal in 8 P.M., at Carlson Funeral
2000 for his heroic heroism Home, 3477 Medina Rd.,
efforts. He prided himself (corner of Rt. 18 and River
with rescuing stray and Styx Rd.) Medina. Cremation
abused pets.
will follow.
He will be missed by his
Online memorials at
www.carlson
beloved wife, Pamela (nee
funeralhomes.com
Grenat); sons, Jeremy, Joshua (Amanda); grandchildren,
Kaitlyn, Kara; his father, RL;
brothers, Daniel (Rachel) and
Rodney; sisters, Pamela

LOST
From A3

While the medication seemed to help
Deven focus in class, he still struggled to
get the work done, his father said.
Baab met with Kris Quallich, director of
student services for the Medina district,
and Chris LaVogue, the school’s psychologist, early that year. He told them he
thought Deven’s individualized education
plan wasn’t working, and that Deven
scored low on the fifth-grade proficiency
tests.
Baab said he asked that his son be
allowed to repeat the fifth grade.
“I basically wanted him out,” Baab said.
“I wanted him back in the elementary
school. I didn’t think he could handle it
academically or emotionally.”
LaVogue and Quallich persuaded Baab
to keep Deven at Claggett but with possible revisions to the individualized education plan. They also recommended a psychological evaluation.
At about that time, Baab hired an advocate for Deven from the Learning Disability Association of Northeast Ohio, who
helped him review and change the plan.

B

Bullying issues

aab said his son faced another
challenge when he started at
Claggett in the fall of 2010 — falling
behind in his schoolwork made
Deven a target of abuse by other
students.

Deven would complain to him about
students on the bus referring to his small
ranch-style home as “a garbage can.”
“I was in the principal’s office more the
first month of school or so than I was my
whole life when I was growing up,” Baab
said.
In late September, Baab contacted
Deven’s school bus driver, who agreed to
let Deven sit in the front of the bus.
On Oct. 22, 2010, Baab got an email
from Craig Komar, who was principal of
Claggett, saying a female student had
kicked Deven in the groin.
Baab and Deven met with Komar the
following Monday.
About a week after the meeting, Deven
told his father students still were harassing him at school but he asked him not to
report it to the principal.
After that, Deven never mentioned any
bullying.
“He would come home in a bad mood
many a time, but he wouldn’t tell me
about it,” Baab said. “He would say that
he doesn’t like school.”
Baab said he is concerned about the
pervasiveness of social media and how it
can fuel bullying.
“It used to be, you get bullied at school,
you went home, at least you could forget
about it, and the next day, all is forgotten,” he said. “But now, pictures of it are
on the Internet, or on Facebook.”
Baab said he thought Deven seemed
happier when he was “grounded” and

GAS
From A1

with an alternative acquisition
process pursuant to the Natural Gas Act.”
Lafayette Township Trustee
Lynda Bowers said that means
Columbia Gas plans to file a
claim to obtain the easement
through eminent domain, the
legal process by which a public utility seizes private property for public or civic use.
Bowers said she’s worried
landowners don’t know their
rights and that the gas company was offering too little
money.
“The case for eminent
domain must be based on
landowner’s refusal to negotiate,” she said. “If you offer
them a ridiculously small
amount of money and a

SAN FRANCISCO — Facebook’s stock is flying high
after the world’s biggest
social network posted higher
revenue from mobile ads and
delivered a healthy secondquarter profit that reversed a
loss in the same period a year
ago.
The results, which come on
the heels of weaker-thanexpected results from online
search leader Google Inc.,
signal that Facebook’s aggressive push into the mobile
advertising market continues
to pay off. The company
began showing mobile advertisements for the first time
last spring. On Wednesday,
Facebook said mobile ads
accounted for a whopping
41 percent of its total adver-

tising revenue.
The Menlo Park, Calif.based company’s stock
jumped $4.48, or 17 percent,
to $30.99 in extended trading.
The shares had closed the
regular trading session at
$26.51. Facebook’s stock
priced at $38 when the company went public in May
2012, but hasn’t hit that range
since.
“I’m completely surprised,”
said Gartner analyst Brian
Blau, summing up the sentiments of many investors
who’ve watched Facebook’s
stock price stagnate over the
past year due in large part to
concerns about its mobile
prospects.
— from wire reports

didn’t have access to his phone and computer.
“So many things that probably happened to him that I had no idea,” Baab
said.
Over the next two years, Baab said his
son continued to struggle to complete all
his schoolwork but didn’t complain about
being bullied.
But Baab said he hoped the situation
was improving last fall when Deven
started the eighth grade at Claggett.
Deven was completing all his work and
his grades had improved, even though he
had stopped taking Concerta. Baab said
he decided to take Deven off the drug
because of concerns his son was not gaining weight when taking the medication.

around much longer.”
Baab met with Schwendeman and the
teacher that afternoon.
During the meeting, Baab said he told
Deven “that I loved him very much. I said,
‘I don’t want you to feel this way.’ I said, ‘I
need you to talk to me.’ ”
Schwendeman later told police investigating the child’s suicide that both she
and the teacher “were encouraged by the
Baabs’ openness with each other,”
according the police report.
Baab took Deven to Akron Children’s
Hospital immediately after the meeting.

Signs of trouble

t the hospital, Deven was
interviewed and Babb recalled
that the doctor told him: “Mr.
Baab, I’ve evaluated Deven, he
seems just fine, and I wanted to let
you know that you can sleep easy
tonight. Your son doesn’t want to
hurt himself.”

T

he first indication that something was wrong came in early
October, when Baab went to his
son’s room to tell him it was time
for bed. He couldn’t find him.

In a panic, he called Deven’s phone. No
answer. Finally Baab sent him a text message, saying he would call the police if he
didn’t answer. Deven replied with a message saying he ran away.
After finding out where Deven was
from a girlfriend, the father brought him
home.
Baab said he yelled at his son, saying it
was the first time Deven had seen him so
upset.
Baab told his son he couldn’t stand the
thought of losing him.
“Man, I didn’t realize that you cared,”
the father remembered Deven saying.
“You’re all I have,” he responded.
About that same time, Baab said he got
a call from the father of Deven’s girlfriend,
who reported Deven had been telling
other students that his father was beating
him.
He asked Deven why he did it, but
didn’t get a clear answer.
Because Deven was doing better in
school, Baab said he was surprised to get
a phone call in mid-October from
Claggett’s counselor, Julia Schwendeman.
She told Baab that Deven had made
some superficial cuts on his wrists and
was showing them to other students at
recess.
“He had used an X-ACTO blade from
the shop class,” Baab said.
Baab said he didn’t take any drastic
action and his son promised not to do it
again.
“I didn’t want to exacerbate it, make
him more depressed,” he said.
Baab investigated getting behavioral
counseling for his son. But he said he had
trouble finding a counseling service that
would accept both his and his ex-wife’s
health insurance, and the earliest available appointment wasn’t until midDecember.
On Oct. 31, Schwendeman called to say
that Deven had continued to show selfinflicted cuts to other students and told
one of his teachers that he “wouldn’t be

ridiculously small amount of
time, odds are they’re going to
refuse.”
One man on Crow Road was
offered $371 for his roughly
3.5 acres, she said.
Ellen Partridge, a spokeswoman for Columbia Gas, said
the letters were sent as part of
a program “to update our
records and ensure we obtain
the land rights necessary to
operate and maintain natural
gas storage fields in that
region.
“We look forward to working with these landowners,”
Partridge said, adding that
“given that this is a legal transaction, these landowners
should seek legal counsel and
reach out to the Columbia
land representative whose
contact information is provided in the letter.”

‘Your son doesn’t
want to hurt himself’

A

Deven told the doctor the cutting was
because of “stress and drama” and not a
suicide attempt, according to hospital
records obtained by Medina police.
The boy said the main cause of his
stress was “people not liking me because
I’m different.”
Hospital officials recommended a “partial hospitalization program,” where he
would have a tutor at the hospital and
therapy during the day, or outpatient
counseling.
At home that night, Baab begged his
son to open up to him. He asked Deven
why he was doing these things.
“I’m sick of nobody liking me anymore,” Deven said.
Baab said he responded by displaying
even more affection to his son.
“I would just pour it on. I poured it on
every day,” he said. “After he would get
home from the bus, I would give him a big
hug, tell him how proud I was, and I loved
him very much.”
The next day, Schwendeman called
Baab to ask how the hospital visit went.
Baab said he made it very clear to her that
he wanted to hear about any incidents
involving Deven and that he would take
him to the hospital if there was another
one.
“I did explain to her, the very next time
Deven says or does anything, he’s going to
Akron Children’s,” he said.
That’s why Baab said he was so angry
that no one from Claggett called him after
Kimberly Mahoney, the mother of one of
Deven’s friends, called the school on the
Friday before his death. Mahoney had
said that Deven had sent her son text
messages stating he was going to kill himself.
“I would have taken him to Akron Children’s on Friday,” Baab said. “He would
probably still be alive.”
Contact reporter Kiera Manion-Fischer
at (330) 721-4049 or kfischer@medina-gazette.com.

Bowers agreed that property
owners should seek the advice
of attorneys, noting that a
class-action lawsuit has been
filed against Columbia Gas
charging that property values
have been damaged by gas
storage.
The suit, filed in U.S. District Court, Southern District,
Eastern Division, in Columbus, states that Columbia Gas
has been using land for storage for decades without a
lease or eminent domain
order, a violation of individual’s Fifth Amendment rights.
Among the plaintiffs are
four Medina companies and
five individual Medina County
landowners: three in Spencer
Township and one each in
York and Litchfield townships.
Attorney John Keller, of
Vorys Law Firm in Columbus,

represents the plaintiffs. He
said gas storage can make
drilling for gas or oil more
expensive and less attractive
to oil companies, thereby
compromising a landowner’s
ability to lease or access minerals.
Columbia filed a countersuit, contending that the
landowners refused to negotiate.
One of the Spencer Township property owners in the
suit, William Ensign, of 11680
Smith Road, declined to comment on the specifics of the
suit.
“It’s just really unfair that we
have to go through this,” he
said. “Columbia is drawing us
into a battle we don’t want.”
Contact reporter Dan Pompili
at (330) 721-4012
or dpompili@medina-gazette.com.

It’s fun to follow The Gazette on Facebook!

