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Our Story 
 

About a year and a half ago, my wife and I met a man at a boat show who called himself 

Capt. Al.  He told us about a little boat club he and some of his friends belonged to and invited us to attend one of 

the clubôs meetings.  We told him then that we were new to boating and could certainly use some help to ñget our 

feet wet.ò  He replied, ñDonôt worry, everybody has to start somewhere.ò 

 

As I said, that was nearly a year and a half ago.  Since then, my wife and I have joined that little boat club, taken the 

boater safety course, become vessel safety examiners, passed the Seamanship course, and Iôve taken a seat on the 

bridge as Executive Officer to our new Commander. 

 

Most recently, Sandy and I attended the Spring Conference at Geneva on the Lake.  After one of the meetings I was 

asked what I thought about the conference so far by an ole fella with a long white beard.  I asked him if he remem-

bered what he had told us, shortly after we joined the New Castle Power Squadron.  He said then ñYouôll never meet 

a better bunch of peopleò and his words couldnôt ring more true.  The fellowship and camaraderie weôve experi-

enced among everybody we spoke to at the conference and throughout the entire organization have been almost 

overwhelming.   

 

I find myself going back to the comments of these two quite often. While ñEverybody has to start somewhere,ò Iôm 

very proud to be a part of this group where ñYouôll never meet a better bunch of people.ò  The journey is just begin-

ning. 

 

Lt/C James E Ray, S 

Executive Officer 

New Caste Power Squadron 

Sandy and Jim Ray at COW 


