Orrville’s Bolyard

BJ Player of Year

By Milan Zban
Beacon Journal staff writer
Versatility in athletics is ad-
mired, but there are drawbacks,
No one knows it more than Orr-
ville's Tom Bolyard,

There is a loneliness attached

to honing several different skills.

related to the same game. The
individual attention given to each
facet of a sport reguires daily
polish, and much of it must be
done after the team practice is
over. 2

Thus, the athlete who wants to
pass, punt and kick, must devote
the extra work after his team-
mates have departed the practice
field.

Generally, he is alone, more of-
ten only a few teammates, per-
haps a center or a holder for field
goals, remains fo assist,

Bolyard is such an athlete, a
throwback to the 60-minute man,
and as such was selected as the
Beacon Journal's 1984 Player of
the Year.

Bolyard, the first Beacon Jour-

nal Player of the Year from
Wayne County, will be honored
along with other all-stars from
Summit, Stark, Wayne, Medina
and Portage counties tonight at
6:30 at the Touchdown Club ban-
quet at the University of Akron's
Gardner Student Center. North-
western coach Dennis Green will
be the speaker.

“Even though it took extra
time and there were nights when
I had to walk home alone, 1
wouldn’t have done anything dif-
ferently,” Bolyard said.

Bolyard, 6-foot-3 and 195
pounds, hasn't been too lonesome
lately, not with recruiters from
Ohio State, Michigan State, Wis-

consin, Penn State, West Virgin-

ia, Southern California, UCLA
and Michigan among others,
tying up traffic on Ohio 57, Orr-

" ville's main drag:

He's the biggest thing in Orr-
ville since Smucker’s combined
peanut butter and jelly.

And pity the poor, round-shoul-_

See BOLYARD, page D9
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