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Orrville quarterback Matt Hamsher (11) tries to elude the arms of a diving Struthers defender in

- - . Friday night’s playoff
quarterback, who was 4-for-15 with th.

Mo Tipton on Riders’ '87 season:
‘We’ve met all our mo&m but one’

- By STEVE MAGIER -~
' Even though the 1987-edition
of the "Ortville Red Riders
foothall team didn’t make it
past the first round of the
state playeffs, no one can say
they havew’t had am excep-
tional season.

“We've met all our goals
but one — going to the state
.champienship,” said Orrville
‘head coach Mo Tipton. “But
.in reality, we did have a super
season and really didn't antic-
ipate gefting as far as we
did.”

Few _teams, if amy, can
boast of a season like the one
the Riders had.

Orrville won all 10 of its
regular season games, inciud-
ing six straight by shutouts:
Northwest 16-0, Cleveland Lin-
coln West 41-0, Manchester 27-
0, Triway 280, Fairless 480
and West Holmes 35-0.

The Riders won their fourth
straight All-Ohic League
championship, and this year
they won the title by shutting

* out all their AOL foes.

Orrville also disposed of
. arch-rivals Wadsworth (27-13)
and West Holmes (350), with
the frosting on the cake being
the 21-1¢ triumph over arch-
. nemesis Wooster.
. The Riders’ cymulative sta-
- tisties are also something that
: would make mos{ teams en-
- vious..
©  Im 11 games, the Riders
: amassed 333 points, an aver-
1 age of 30.3 per game. Orrville
¢ aflowed only 60 points all sea-
. son, an average of 5.5 per
. game. No other team, inelud-
I ing Struthers, evem came
close to matching these fig-
ures.

ame. The Wildcats pressured Hamsher throu, 1
/ was saeked 4 totz! of six times.

Orrville gained a phenome-
nal total of 3,868 yards this
season, an average of 351.6
yards of total offense for each
game. Nearly 3,000 yards —
2,909 to be precise — were
gained on the ground for a
264.4 per game average, and
859 were gained in the air for

' 78 yards per contest.

Individual Riders also post-
ed some impressive statistics.

Tailback Tony Sims carried
the ball 71 times and picked
up 546 yards while scoring 36
points on six touchdowns. One
of his TDs was a 49-yard punt
return.

Tailback Eddie Miller
picked up 745 yards on 88
carries. He, too, scored six
touchdowns for 36 points, and
also ran 3 punt return 49
yards for a score.

Quarterback Matt Hamsher
picked up 333 yards on 54
carries. He scored 26 points
on four touchdowns and one
PAT. One of his scores came
at the end of a 63-yard run
after. recovering a fumble
while playing defense.

Tailback Tyrone Mosley
carried the ball 42 times and
gained 423 yards. He scored
four touchdowns for 24 points.

ree interceptions,
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by the varsity at §p.m.
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Boys’ basketball
Preview set for
Friday at Triway

The Preview for the 1887-88 Orrville Red Riders boys
basketball team, under the directior
will be Friday evening at Triway High School.

The Triway Titans will also be the opponent for the
Riders’ first gdme of the season, set to be played Nov. 27
at Triwey. The reserve game tips off at §:30 p.m., followed

etion of eoach Steve Sniith,

The. Riders’ first home game is scheduled for Dec. 4.
Northwest will be the opponent.

QOrrviie’s High's girls’ basketball team, coacked by Al
' Lahman, plays-#s first game Monday at Mansfeld
Madison, The Lady Riders will then play their first home
game on Nov. 28.against Triway..

The Red Riders wrestling team doesn’t take to the mat |
untit Dee. 12, when OHS will host Northwest. :

Orryille High School’s complete winter sports sched-
ules will appear in next week’s Courier Crescent.

s

Fullback Bill Rice was the
top rusher and scorer for the
Riders this year. He gained
769 yards on 117 carries and
scored 13 touchdowns for 78
points.

In the passing department,
Hamsher threw the ball 117
times and completed 45 for a
total of 820 yards and 11
touchdowns.

On the receiving end of his
passes were Miller, with 16
yards on a single catch; Paul
Edwards, 111 yards on five
receptions; Kerby Shupp, 232
yards on 17 catches; Tim
Shonk, 28 yards and one TD
on fwo caiches; Mosley, 287
yards and three TDs on 16
catches; Jeremy Jarvis, 152
yards on six catches; Sims, 26
yards on one reception; and
Jerry Winters, 49 yards and
one TD on two catches.

Statistics were not available
for placekicker Jeff Leggett,
but it seemed that out of all
the games played this season
whenever Leggett was called
on for the PAT kick the ball
sailed through the uprights
almost every time.

Similarly, it's hard to show
statisties for defensive play-
ers, but Jooking at the incredi-
biy small amount of yardage
that was yielded by the Ri-
ders’ defense it's clear there
were many outstanding indi-
vidual performers.

“I am just very proud of
our kids. We have had 2 great
season,'” Tipton said.

“I think our coaching staff
should be congratulated for
the super job they did all
year.

“I would also like to thank
all of our fans,” Tipton added.
“They make it all worthwhile.
It gives a team such a great
feeling of pleasure when they
get the kind of support we
always get from our fans here
ia Orrville. —

“Summing our season up,
other than winning the state
championship, I don't think
there is anything else we
could have asked for- this
year. We about did it ail.”

hout the contest. The orrville

UELS PAISILE BRINT LY VG-
cepting four aerials and sack-
ing Orrville quarterback Matt
Hamsher six times.

The Witdeats held Orrvilie
to cnly 80 yards total offense
for the game while picking up
252 yards themselves. For
Orrville, 49 yards were gained
on the ground and 31 were in
Penalties were light for both

proud of their fine season. "

“I told .our guys after the
game there’s going moh.o-uo a

time

beat, and this was one of
those times,” Tipton said.
“We’ll accept this loss with
the same spirit we've accepi-
ed our 10 wins. .
“We've, bad a great sem-
son.” . N

: £

. ) Joel Troyer ph

N | 7
Orrville defensive back Tyrone Mosley (32) digs in to make a stop on mHEEm.?m
ball carrier Dom Leone during Friday night’s Division III playoff game near

Soungstown. Struthers won 21-0

post-season play.

on its home field, eliminating the Red Riders from
- F4
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